


















 

10 54/2011 — Statistics in focus   
 

METHODOLOGY 

Data source used in this edition of Statistics in Focus: 
The UOE collection on education and training systems is part of the EU Statistics on education and lifelong learning, 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/education/introduction. 

The UOE collection (UOE = UIS-UNESCO, OECD and Eurostat), mainly uses existing administrative data sources 
at national level, where available. Data in this publication are for the 2008/09 school year (reference year 2009) and 
covers for the EU Member States a total of 107.6 million students: approximately 28.1 million pupils at ISCED level 
1, 22.1 million at ISCED level 2, 10.9 million at ISCED level 3 for general education and 10.8 million for vocational 
training. There are 1.5 million students at ISCED level 4, and 19.5 million at tertiary educational level. Further 
information about the UOE can be found via the following link:  
http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/dsis/edtcs/library?l=/public/unesco_collection&vm=detailed&sb=Title. 

ISCED levels and fields of education: Data are classified in accordance with the International Standard 
Classification of Education (ISCED), 1997 version. Further information is available on the UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics website: http://www.uis.unesco.org/DOCUMENTS/Classifications & Manuals/ISCED97. 
ISCED level 0: Pre-primary education — Preceding primary education, not compulsory in most countries. Data 
refer to education-oriented programmes that recruit staff with specialised qualifications in education. 
ISCED level 1: Primary education — Depending on the country, it begins between 4 and 7 years of age and 
generally lasts five to six years. Programmes are designed to give pupils a sound basic education in reading, writing 
and mathematics along with an elementary understanding of other subjects. 
ISCED level 2: Lower secondary education — is part of compulsory schooling in all countries analysed. 
Programmes are typically more subject-focused. Usually, the end of this level coincides with the end of full-time 
compulsory education. 
ISCED level 3: Upper secondary education — Typically starts at 15 or 16 years, at the end of full-time 
compulsory education. Instruction is even more subject-oriented and teachers often need to be more qualified than 
those at ISCED level 2. Many programmes open up access to tertiary education (ISCED level 5). 

Programme orientation. Programmes at level 3 can be subdivided into two categories based on their main 
orientation: 
 - general: covers education that is not designed explicitly to prepare participants for a specific class of 
occupation or trade or for entry into further vocational or technical educational programmes. The programmes 
give access to higher levels of education. 
 - vocational: covers education that prepares participants for direct entry, without further training, into 
specific occupations. Successful completion of such programmes leads to a labour-market relevant vocational 
qualification. 
 Pre-vocational programmes are mainly designed to introduce participants to the world of work and prepare 
them for entry into further vocational or technical education programmes. Student numbers in pre-vocational 
training are very low. In 2000 this group was aggregated with general education whereas in 2009 it was 
aggregated with the vocational stream. 

ISCED level 4: Post-secondary non-tertiary education — These programmes straddle the boundary between 
upper secondary and tertiary education from an international point of view. They serve to broaden the knowledge of 
ISCED 3 graduates. Typical examples are programmes designed to prepare students for studies at level 5, while other 
programmes prepare students for direct entry into the labour market. 
ISCED level 5: First stage of tertiary education (not leading directly to an advanced research qualification), 
covering programmes of at least two years’ duration. 
ISCED level 6: Second stage of tertiary education, covering programmes leading to an advanced research 
qualification (e.g. PhD or Doctorate); devoted to advanced study and original research and not based on course-work 
only. 

Mathematics, Science and Technology covers science, mathematics and computing (EF400) and engineering, 
manufacturing and construction (EF500). 

EU27: calculated as a weighted average of available country data 

Abbreviations and symbols 
EU: available EU Member States; BE: Belgium; BG: Bulgaria; CZ: Czech Republic; DK: Denmark; DE: Germany; 
EE: Estonia; IE: Ireland; EL: Greece; ES: Spain; FR: France; IT: Italy; CY: Cyprus; LV: Latvia; LT: Lithuania; LU: 
Luxembourg; HU: Hungary; MT: Malta; NL: Netherlands; AT: Austria; PL: Poland; PT: Portugal; RO: Romania; SI: 
Slovenia; SK: Slovakia; FI: Finland; SE: Sweden; UK: United Kingdom. 
Other countries: IS: Iceland; NO: Norway; LI: Liechtenstein; CH: Switzerland; HR: Croatia; MK: the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; TR: Turkey; JP: Japan; US: United States of America 
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Country specific notes 
 

Last update of demographic population on 17-FEB-2011
BE
CY

PUPILS AND STUDENTS
EU27 2009 EL data 2008
BG 2005 Inclusion of part-time private vocational training programmes at ISCED level 2, 3 and 4.
DE 2009, 2005, 2000 Data exclude ISCED level 6
LU 2005, 2000 ISCED 5 and 6 not included: data by age is missing.
RO, SI 2000 Data exclude ISCED level 6
UK All students at further education colleges included regardless of the length of the course taken.
MK Data exclude ISCED 5A second degrees and ISCED 6

STUDENT-TEACHER RATIOS
IT 2005 Changes in the coverage / only public sector

PT 2000 Estimated value. Data on full time equivalent teachers not available. All teachers are included in the 
denominator.

LI 2009, 2005 Public institutions only
NO 2009, 2000 Public sector only
DK 2009, 2005 ISCED 2 is included in ISCED 1
NL ISCED 1 includes ISCED 0
IS ISCED 2 is included in ISCED 1
NO 2000 ISCED 1 is included in ISCED 2
BE 2009, 2005 ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4
CZ 2009 ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4 and ISCED 5B.
EE 2009 ISCED 3 includes vocational programmes at ISCED 2 and 4
IE, NL 2009, 2005, 2000 ISCED 3 includes ISCED 2 and 4
EL 2005 Change in coverage
ES 2005 Data include for the first time students in ISCED 3C short(+ 5,9%)
ES, UK 2000 ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4
CY 2000 ISCED 3 includes ISCED 2

Public sector only
ISCED 2 is included in ISCED 3
Data on teachers include school level management personnel

2009 Includes teachers from ISCED 2 government dependent private institutions
PT 2009, 2000 ISCED 4 is included in ISCED 3 (and in ISCED 5 in 2009)

2005, 2000 ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4 and 5 vocational and technical programmes

2005 Improved coverage of ISCED 3 and 4 vocational programmes (14% increase in ISCED 3 and 11% 
increase in ISCED 4).

FI, NO 2009 ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4
UK 2009 ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4 (except General Private dependent Programs)
MK 2009, 2005, 2000 ISCED 3 teachers include ISCED 4

2009 ISCED 4 is partly included in ISCED 3
2005, 2000 Teachers at ISCED 4 are partly included in ISCED 3

NO 2000 Teachers in ISCED 4 are included in ISCED3.

TEACHERS AND STAFF
EU27  [S04_4, S05_4, S06_2:S06_4] Estimated
BE  [S06_4] ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4
CZ  [S05_4, S06_4] ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4 and ISCED 5B.
DK, IS  [S04_4, S05_4, S06_2, S06_3] ISCED 2 is included in ISCED 1
EE  [S06_4] ISCED 3 includes vocational programmes at ISCED 2 and 4
EE  [S05_4] Includes ISCED level 4
IE, NL  [S05_4] ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4
IE, NL  [S06_4] ISCED 3 includes ISCED 2 and 4
LT  [S06_3] ISCED 3 is included in ISCED 2
LU  [S06_3] Includes teachers from ISCED 3 independent private institutions
LU  [S06_4] Includes teachers from ISCED 2 government dependent private institutions
NL  [S04_4, S06_2] ISCED 1 includes ISCED 0
FI, NO, UK, MK  [S05_4, S06_4] ISCED 3 includes ISCED 4
IS  [S05_4, S06_4] ISCED 4 is partly included in ISCED 3
CH  [S04_4, S05_4, S06_2:S06_4] Public institutions only. Data exclude special education programmes

TERTIARY EDUCATION ENTRANTS
BE, FR, IT, RO 2000 Data refer to 2001
DE 2005, 2000 Data on entrants to ISCED 5B by age are missing.

TERTIARY EDUCATION PARTICIPATION
EU27 2009 EL data 2008
DE 2009, 2000
RO 2000
SI 2000
DE 2005 Changes in coverage at ISCED 5A
MK 2000 Data exclude ISCED 5A second degrees and ISCED 6

TERTIARY EDUCATION GRADUATES
Table 2 EU27 EL data 2008

IT Data exclude ISCED 5A second degrees and ISCED 6
2009

Data exclude ISCED level 6

FI

Data exclude student in private independent institutions and the German Speaking Community.
2 years compulsory military service for men aged 18-20 (e. g. not in education).
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Further information 
 
 
Eurostat Website: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
 
Data on ‘Education and training statistics’ 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/education/data/database 
 
Further information about ‘Education and training statistics’ 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/education/introduction 
 
 
 
Journalists can contact the media support service: 
 
Bech Building, Office A4/125, L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel.: (352) 4301 33408  
Fax: (352) 4301 35349 
E-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@ec.europa.eu 
 
 
European Statistical Data Support: 
 
With the members of the ‘European statistical system’, Eurostat has set up a network of 
support centres in nearly every Member State and in some EFTA countries. 
 
Their role is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistics. 
 
Contact details for this support network can be found on the Eurostat website at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/. 
 
 
All Eurostat publications can be ordered via the ‘EU Bookshop’: 
http://bookshop.europa.eu/. 
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